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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

RESPONSE 

Responsive to the Official Action of December 6, 2005 and the requirement for 
restriction presented in it, applicant elects the subject matter of claims 9-11, Group II, directed to 
product claims. This response is made with traverse to the extent the non-elected claims of 
Group III, that is claims 12-14 and 26-30 directed to the process may be rejoined once the 
product claims are found to be allowable. 

Please examine the elected claims on the merits taking into account the documents cited 
in the Information Disclosure Statements filed January 6 and March 31, 2004. 

In reply to the examiner's comments concerning the cited Watanabe et al J. Org. Chem. 
article, applicants note Watanabe discloses a cis-form optically active epoxide, but does not 
disclose a trans-form optically active epoxide as claimed in the present application. One skilled 
in this art would not think to produce a trans-form optically active enone from a trans-enone (as 
claimed in the present application) on the basis of the cited reference disclosing preparing a cis- 
form optically active epoxide from a cis-form enome. 
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